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WISBOROUGH GREEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting,

Wisborough Green Village Hall

Monday 2rd March 2026 at 7pm   
1.  Welcome
Tom Christopherson, as Chairman, welcomed Members of the Horticultural Society to the Annual General Meeting, and gave apologies for those unable to attend, including Rory Scott, Doris Smallwood, Trevor Benson, and Ron Thomas.

2.  Minutes for the last Annual General Meeting
Minutes for last year’s AGM held on 2nd March 2025 were approved and signed off.

3.  Matters Arising
None raised.

4.  Election of Officers and Committee
The current Officers and Committee members were proposed for re-election and duly appointed:
Officers:

Chairman:           Tom Christopherson )
Treasurer :           Chris Stride              )         Proposer: Angela Craddock
Secretary :           Heather Richards      )        Seconder: Shirley Dean-Webster
Show Secretary : Mary Benson            )
Committee:

Shirley Stride          )  
Kate Osborne          )
Becky Penfold         )
Nigel Hutchinson     )      Proposer:  Tom Mursell     Seconder:   Sally Marsh
Sarah Sawyer           )
     Helen Vause            )
5.  Chairman’s Address
The Chairman reflected on the past year and the success of all the events planned throughout 2025.  The Plant Sale in May had proved challenging as a result of the unseasonal weather during the Spring months.  The sunniest of days combined with very cold nights meant the Committee had to work hard in tending to the young tender plants growing in the polytunnel, with many plants rehoused by members, utilising greenhouses and indoor spaces during these cold spells.  But on the day, the Society was able to produce a very substantial volume of plants, increased by the kind donations of plants from HortSoc members, resulting in a healthy profit.  The new location on Little Green adjoining Becky Penfold’s garden worked very well, and thanks were passed on to Becky on behalf of the Society for the use of her garden for overnight “storage”.  Any plants that were left over were donated to the local Primary School to be sold at their Fete, for which the school was very grateful.  The next date for the Plant Sale is Saturday 16th May 2026.
A new event for HortSoc was the “Seed Swap and Tea” hosted by Kate Osborne at her home address.  It is hoped to make this a regular event as it provided a very enjoyable opportunity for members to meet socially whilst also swapping seeds and gardening tips.  A date for 2026 has been set for Sunday 31st May 2026.
The October talk with Mark Saunders from Fittleworth House, titled “Garden Inspiration” was very well received with over 50 people attending.  It is hoped to have another Autumn Talk this year on Monday evening, 5th  October 2026.
The Christmas Wreath Making, at the beginning of December, also proved to be very popular with thanks to Kate Osborne.  This was a “sold out” event with a number of people placed on a waitlist.  It was agreed that the number of places should not exceed 32 in order to ensure everyone had enough room.  Christmas Wreath Making will be offered again this year, with a date set aside for Saturday 5th December 2026.
The two main HortSoc events of the year were the June and August Flower Shows. Judges passed comment that the standard of entries was noticeably very high, in fact as high as any of the Shows they have had to judge, which was a great credit to those exhibiting.  The two Shows will again be held in the Village Hall, with the June Show scheduled for Sunday 14th June 2026 and the August Show scheduled for the Bank Holiday Monday 31st August 2026.
The Chairman used the opportunity to highlight the award received by HortSoc member Ron Thomas at the National Dahlia Society Show held at RHS Wisley in September.  Ron had entered his dahlias into the Society Challenge Class, with his exhibit winning 1st prize and a NDS Silver Medal.  The Chairman left the Certificate and medal on display for members to see at the end of the meeting. 
The Chairman concluded his address by wishing to thank the Committee for their commitment and support, ensuring all events undertaken are not only successful but enjoyable for the Village.  Regular meetings are held, with thanks to Mary Benson, at her home (with the inclusion of delicious home baked biscuits), to put forward ideas and planning events to ensure the Society continues to thrive. The Chairman was keen to encourage new members to HortSoc, and hoped people moving into the village would always feel welcome to join in any of the events.  The Chairman was especially proud that the Society has been able to continue to offer another year’s membership without any subscription charges.  Thanks was also made to the continuing financial support of Show Sponsors who provide valuable financial support to HortSoc. 
6.  Treasurer’s Report

Chris Stride, as Treasurer, followed on from the Chairman with a brief overview of the Society’s Financial Year. Before summarizing the year’s finances, the Treasurer wished to highlight the significant part his wife, Shirley Stride, played in assisting him with the Finances, checking on the Society’s Bank Account on a daily basis, ensuring all monies deposited or paid out were accounted for and correct.  Likewise, he wanted to pass on his thanks to Fiona Dendy for her assistance with auditing the accounts for which the Society were very grateful
In summary, the Treasurer noted all HortSoc events had been well attended which resulted in a financially successful year.  The Plant Sale in May had been key in helping raise over £1,000 and continues to be a very important source of revenue for the Society in helping towards the cost of producing the annual Horticultural/Flower Shows.  Similarly, the Christmas Wreath Making event was also very profitable and helped raise £700.  The June and August Flower Shows were both popular events, with Sponsorship money still providing a very important and significant financial source for the Society.   The tombola stand for the August Show was very popular, making a very substantial profit of more that £600.  Donations received during both Shows also greatly helped with increasing the profit for the year.  The Seed Swap was primarily a fun event to encourage new members but also the opportunity to meet up with fellow members.  A small profit was still achieved through donations and the sale of seeds.  Likewise, the informative and enjoyable winter talk also made a small profit.  

Collectively, the year’s events made an overall profit of £2,298, which effectively increased the Society’s capital to £11,000.  This financial stability helped to ensure that there were no membership charges for 2026.  The Treasurer was confident that the Society has a healthy financial reserve which could cover up to 2 years of trading and was well placed to cover unexpected costs, for example cost of medals for some Classes within the June/August Flower Shows, or unexpected increase in cost of hiring the Village Hall etc.  The hire of the Village Hall continues to be one of the biggest expenditures.

A vote of thanks was formally proposed by the Treasurer for the Society’s Auditor Fiona Dendy which was unanimously approved.  A vote to re-elect Fiona Dendy as Auditor was also proposed – proposer was Tom Christopherson. 
A copy of the Accounts was made available at the AGM for Members to look through.
7.   Any Other Business
The Chairman reminded all Members present that copies of the new 2026 Show Schedule were available for collection on the table by the entrance into the Hall.
As there were no further questions raised by those Members present, the meeting was declared formally closed at 1955.
Following on from the meeting, Members were invited to stay on to enjoy a fun and sometimes challenging quiz devised by Wendy Duff, with help from Tom Christopherson.

8.   Date of Next Annual General Meeting:  1st March 2027.

                                                                                                  ………………….…………..

Chairman
                                                                                                   Date: ……………………….
